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When AIDS was first reported in 1981, scientists disagreed about what caused the disease and how

it was spread. Controversies continued when two different research groups claimed credit for

identifying the virus called HIV as the cause of AIDS in 1984. These and related debates shook the

scientific world and affected the development of AIDS research and prevention.
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"Because of the even-handed presentation, the title makes a strong and lasting impression. The

writings are well chosen. A thoughtful and well-delineated addition."  -- School Library Journal (April

2003) (School Library Journal 20030401)"This book will give students an understanding of a difficult

time in American history."  -- School Library Journal (September 2002) (School Library Journal

20020901)"This collection of primary-source material presents a well-balanced treatise on who

knew what, and when, and who was responsible. This title deals with a debate that is seldom

addressed."  -- School Library Journal (July 2002) (School Library Journal 20020701)"As with books

in the long-running Opposing Viewpoints series, the excerpts here clearly express opposing

opinions on an issue...The effect of the entire volume is to create an informative, many-sided

representation."  -- Booklist (May 2002) (Booklist 20020501)
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